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Philosophy is thinking what the known demands of us — what
responsive attitude it exacts. It is an idea of what is possible,
not a record of accomplished fact. Hence it is hypothetical,
like all thinking. It presents an assignment of something
to be done — something to be tried. Its value lies not in
furnishing solutions (which can be achieved only in action)
but in denning difficulties and suggesting methods for dealing
with them. Philosophy might almost be described as thinking
which has become conscious of itself—which has generalized
its place, function, and value in experience.
More specifically, the demand for a ' total' attitude arises
because there is the need of integration in action of the
conflicting various interests in life. Where interests are so
superficial that they glide readily into one another, or where
they are not sufficiently organized to come into conflict with
one another, the need for philosophy is not perceptible. But
when the scientific interest conflicts with, say, the religious,
or the economic with the scientific or aesthetic, or when the
conservative concern for order is at odds with the progressive
interest in freedom, or when institutionalism clashes with
individuality, there is a stimulus to discover some more com-
prehensive point of view from which the divergencies may be
brought together, and consistency or continuity of experience
recovered. Often these clashes may be settled by an individ-
ual for himself; the area of the struggle of aims is limited and
a person works out his own rough accommodations. Such
homespun philosophies are genuine and often adequate.
But they do not result in systems of philosophy. These
arise when the discrepant claims of different ideals of conduct
affect the community as a whole, and the need for readjust-
ment is general.
These traits explain some things which are often brought as
objections against philosophies, such as the part played
in them by individual speculation, and their controversial
diversity, as well as the fact that philosophy seems to be re-

